English I Pre-AP 2016-2017



 
“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are.” –Mason Cooley
Teacher: Carla Bass, Room 256S
Phone: 210.820.8850 ext. 1084
Email: cbass@ahisd.net
Conference Time:  2nd and 6th Periods
Class Website:  http://tinyurl.com/MsBass2016
Course Philosophy:

What constitutes a Pre-AP class is the linking of form to meaning. Students are often taught form- historical background, themes, characterization, conflict, etc.-but often do not learn to connect the language- the way the words work as a whole-with meaning.  This connection, this linking, is the true measure of understanding because it leads the scholar to insight, intellectual breakthroughs, and originality.  

Aside from this linking, students in Pre-AP English courses will develop fluency, creativity, and risk taking in their writing.  Students will write several times a week-both graded and ungraded assignments- fully developed essays, short paragraphs, highly structured responses to specific questions, creative pieces.  

Year Preview: 
Quarter 1: Disconnection from Society and from Yourself
Quarter 2: Finding Ourselves Amid Tension
Quarter 3: The Courage to Be & The Hero’s Journey 
Quarter 4: Family: Challenges and Choices 
Ongoing Assignments and Skills 
· Annotations: Students will annotate the short stories, poems, essays, plays, and novels studies through the year.  The teacher will narrow the focus of each set of annotations. 

· Dialectical Journals: students are required to keep dialectical journals on specific texts.  Journal formats are clearly laid out, and each focuses on a particular element students are expected to learn.  
· Writing Portfolio: Students will keep copies of various types of paragraphs and papers written in class.  Each nine weeks, students will revise a process piece, write a reflection on their growth as a writer, and examine their papers for areas of syntactical improvement.  Students will write process pieces as well as timed writings.  Types of writing will include:
a) Analysis of literature: character, device, theme
b) Expository: explain their position on a topics presented in class

c) Creative: create pieces of writing using poetry and prose 

· Rubric Response: Students are required to write a rubric response each time they receive a grade based on rubric. They must argue why the grade is too low, justified or too high using language and evidence from the rubric.  
· Literary Analysis Tests/AP Style Multiple Choice: Students will practice AP style multiple questions throughout the year in groups and individually, for experience and for assessment. 
 Literature Focus

	Major Works
	Ancillary Texts

	Noggin by John Corey Whaley

Anthem by Ayn Rand 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
Letters to a Young Poet by Rainer Rilke
The Odyssey by Homer

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
	Independent Reading 

Various short stories, non-fiction pieces, and poems shall be used to enhance the understanding of major works.


Class Norms: 
Students and teachers will establish classroom norms.  Expectations will help guide both your and my success in class.
Grading Categories: 
Grades are classified into two categories: formative and summative.

Summative Grades (Essays, Tests, Projects): 50%

Formative Grades (Daily/Homework and Quizzes) 50%

Tutoring Times:
Lunch Times by appointment with Ms. Bass
