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Course Overview
This course is designed to provide students with the basic skills and vocabulary for developing an understanding of the visual arts. 

Emphasis is placed on the elements of art:
	- Line 
	- Shape 
	- Form 
	- Color 
	- Value 
	- Space 
	- Texture 	

And the principles of design:
· Unity 
· Balance
· Contrast/Variety
· Emphasis
· Pattern/Repetition
· Rhythm/Movement
· Proportion


Studio assignments provide a broad exposure for composing works in different media (Drawing, Painting, Printmaking, Mixed Media, and 3D), and in a variety of realistic and abstract styles.  
 
Grades  
• Participation (this includes daily assignments, homework, and sketchbook work)           	40%  
• Quizzes  (usually one per grading period)           							20%  
• Projects   (usually two or three per grading period)           						40%  

You will not be graded purely on innate drawing skill. You will be graded on perseverance, effort, and adherence to deadlines.

Required Materials
1 spiral sketchbook, any size from 5x7 to 9x12
Your $40 art fee will cover all other materials used in class. See Mr. Gold for recommendations if you are interested in purchasing supplies to use at home.




Rules
1. Please keep quiet while someone has the floor. Quiet conversation is ok within your group while working, but when the teacher or a peer is talking to the class...listen! ;)

2. You use it, you clean it and put it away where you found it.

3. Use materials appropriately, and follow all safety precautions.

4. Be on time! All high school buildings have enhanced security features and automatically lock after passing periods. 

5. Cell phones are a privilege! It is ok to use your phone to look at reference material. It is not ok to text, take calls, use social media, etc. 


The following is a general overview of projects we will complete throughout the year. Assignments may change-- please visit Ms. G's teacher webpage for more information and resources.

Fall Semester Projects 

• Drawing Techniques w/ pencil, charcoal, soft pastels and oil pastels - An emphasis is placed on the elements of line, shape, form, space, value and texture. Includes an abstract design project, still-life project, a perspective project, and a self-portrait project. 

• Painting Techniques w/ acrylic and watercolors - An emphasis is placed on color theory, texture, balance, and pattern. Includes a design project and emotions projects.


Spring Semester Projects 

• Printmaking Techniques – A relief print will be made using linoleum or soft block material. An emphasis is placed on unity, variety, texture, and contrast. Includes creating an edition and a print project.

• More Painting Techniques - Using the knowledge we have accumulated throughout the year, you will create a painting by abstracting an image. 

• Clay – Using the Ancient Greeks as inspiration, you will create a clay vessel using coil construction. Other clay constructions will follow.


Any other information will be posted on Mr. Gold’s teacher webpage. Get ready...this is going to be an amazing year!
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